
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Approve and authorize the Chairman to execute the Memorandum of Understanding between 
Seminole County and the Florida Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida Institute
of Food and Agricultural Sciences to continue a collaborative working relationship.

BACKGROUND:

The Florida Cooperative Extension Service was established as a part of the University of 
Florida Institute of Food & Agricultural Sciences by Federal and State legislation for the 
specific purpose of extending the educational programs of the University to the people of the 
State on subjects relating to agriculture, family and consumer science, 4-H and youth 
development, energy, community and natural resource development and sea grant and other
programs deemed appropriate. The laws creating extension services were specifically 
designed to ensure that the findings of research in these areas were communicated to the 
people. 

The Seminole County Cooperative Extension Office has been serving and meeting the needs 
of Seminole County through a continuously operating program since 1920.   The original 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Florida Cooperative Extension Service 
and Seminole County, dated August 18, 1981 states: “To assure that the educational 
programs offered by the Cooperative Extension Service meet the needs of local citizens, it is
important that both elected and appointed officials of each level of government understand 
their respective responsibilities and relationships in the conduct of this work.”  This MOU,
which established the responsibilities and relationships between the Extension Service and 
Seminole County, has been revised on several occasions, most recently in 1995 to establish 
the position of “Adjunct County Extension Agent.”

The attached MOU seeks to reaffirm the collaborative relationship and separate 
responsibilities of each party. The significant change in this new MOU is that it adds the 
responsibility of the COUNTY to “coordinate network access with the EXTENSION to ensure 
that all extension faculty and staff have access to University of Florida computer network
resources.” The hiring of County Extension Faculty, County Extension Faculty Support by 
EXTENSION, County Extension Faculty Support by COUNTY, Office Policies, and General
and Automobile liability remain the same.  

The original MOU is attached for review and comparison.  Also attached is a brief summary of 
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the programs services provided by the Seminole County Extension Office.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Board approve and authorize the Chairman to execute the
Memorandum of Understanding between Seminole County and the Florida Cooperative
Extension Service, University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences to continue 
a collaborative working relationship.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. 2007 Memorandum of Understanding
2. 1988 Memorandum of Understanding 
3. Extension Service Mission

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Susan Dietrich )gfedcb
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