
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Review and select a firm to provide the County with Bond Counsel Services in accordance 
with RFP-600233-07/TLR – Bond Counsel Legal Services.

BACKGROUND:

On July 26, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners directed staff to present professional 
services that fall into the following categories unranked to the BCC: (a) major space initiatives; 
(b) audit services; (c) bond counsel; (d) financial adviser; and other major projects designated 
by the BCC.

RFP-600233-07/TLR will provide for bond counsel services related to debt issuance and other 
related financial issues as required by the County. This agreement will take place on the date 
of execution by the county and shall run for a period of five (5) years.

This project was publicly advertised and the County received four (4) submittals, listed 
alphabetically: 

• Akerman Senterfitt, Orlando
• Bryant Miller Olive P.A., Orlando
• Gray Robinson, P.A., Lakeland
• Nabors, Giblin, & Nickerson, P.A., Tampa

The Evaluation Committee comprised of Gary Akers (non-voting, financial adviser for 
Seminole County), Lisa Spriggs, Fiscal Services Director; Cindy Coto, County Manager; 
Matthew Minter, Deputy County Attorney, Arnold Schneider, Assistant County Attorney; 
Angela Singleton, Fiscal Services; and Bob Briggs, Finance Manager, Environmental 
Services, evaluated the submittals.

The qualification criteria included the following:

Firms Experience and Capabilities:
• Capabilities, experience and expertise of the firm as a whole
• Experience with similar governmental agencies
• Relevant references
Qualifications/Experience of Key Personnel: 
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• Experience and expertise of the attorneys assigned to the County
• Educational background and training
Methodology/Approach to Work:
• Project Approach
• Innovative Concepts
Compensation:
• Hourly rates
• Reimbursable expenses

The Evaluation Committee has provided comments which are included in the supporting 
documentation in regards to the following:

Highly Acceptable: Submittal exceeds the requirements in a way that benefits the County or 
meets the requirements and has enhancing features which benefit the County.
Acceptable: Submittal meets the County requirements. Any weakness is minor.
Marginal: Submittal contains weaknesses or minor deficiencies which could have an impact, if
accepted.
Unsatisfactory: Submittal does not comply substantially with the requirements.

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff requests the Board to review and select a firm to provide the County with Bond Counsel 
Services in accordance with RFP-600233-07/TLR – Bond Counsel Legal Services.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Committee Comments
2. Agreement

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Ann Colby )gfedcb









































































Section 1  
 

MINIMUM FIRM REQUIREMENTS 
 
Any firm interested in serving as bond counsel for Seminole County must meet the following 
criteria: 
 
A. The firm's assigned lawyers must have substantial experience in municipal bond law, tax 

law, local government law, the trial and appeal of bond validation actions and the issuance 
of tax-exempt municipal bonds and notes. 

 
B. The firm's lawyers must have sufficient time to execute and fulfill the duties of bond counsel 

to Seminole County and not be burdened by professional responsibilities, workload or other 
constraints which would interfere in any material respect with the attorney's or firm's 
obligations hereunder. 

 
C. The firm must be licensed to practice law in the State of Florida. 
 
D. The firm must be listed in the most recent edition of The Bond Buyer's Municipal 

Marketplace (i.e., the "Red Book"). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SCOPE OF SERVICE 

 
Bond Counsel will assist with each debt issuance, refunding and other related financial issues 
as required by the County. Bond Counsel services shall include but are not limited to the 
following:   
 
a.  Consultation with County officials and staff concerning all legal questions relating to the 

incurrence of the debt. 
 

b.  Attendance, upon request, at any meeting of the Board of County Commissioners or any 
meeting of staff. 

 
c.  Preparation of all resolutions and other instruments authorizing and securing bonds as 

required in connection with their issuance.  
 

d.  Assistance to the County, its financial advisor and investment bankers to effectively 
formulate financing plans, structure financial solutions and draft documents for public or 
private offering of debt.  
 

e.  Delivery of tax opinions and certificates, and enforceability and validity opinions.  This 
includes assisting the County in compliance with the Trust Indenture Act of 1940, Securities 
Act of 1933, Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and other SEC and MSRB rules and 
regulations. 

 
f.  Assistance in the rating process. 

 
g.  Analysis and resolutions of tax considerations associated with financing plans, including 

preparation of ruling requests and contacts with the U.S. Treasury. 
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h.  Preparation of documentation required in connection with the validation of bond issues 

including the complaints, notice and orders, acknowledgments, answers and judgments, 
together with memoranda concerning testimony, exhibits and relevant law. 
 

i.  Preparation and review of all documentation required for bond sales and closings, including 
resolutions, certificates, opinions, notices of sale, bid forms, etc. 
 

j.  If requested, supervision of the printing of the bonds and conduct of a well organized and 
efficient pre-closing and closing process in connection with each bond issue.  
 

k.  To assist in optimizing investment earnings in compliance with arbitrage regulations; 
ensuring the legality and suitability of defeasance and escrow structures and agreements, 
and other complex financial products proposed to the County.  This includes the use of 
swaps, Guaranteed Investment Contracts, forward supply contracts and other financial 
tools. 
 

l.  Preparation of documentation required in connection with the appeal of any such judgment 
of validation or order to the Supreme Court of Florida, including any notices, orders, 
acknowledgments, briefs and any court appearances required for oral argument or 
otherwise. 
 

m.  Inform the County of the impact of changes in Federal and State Laws regarding the 
issuance and management of the County financial matters. 
 

n.  Legal services related to all matters effecting administration, collection, and legislation 
related to revenues involved with, or available for, County financial undertakings. 
 

o.  Provide the County with general advice and consultation on Florida finance and tax issues, 
including assistance related to fixed and variable debt, structured finance, investment 
processes, taxable and tax-exempt structures, and the response to financial proposals 
presented to the County from time to time. 
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