
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Approve and authorize the Chairman to execute a grant agreement with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection in acceptance of $148,500 in grant funds for the Big 
Tree Park Trailhead.

BACKGROUND:

This item was pulled from the March 11, 2008, agenda in order to determine if the grant 
funding or county match could be spent on potential wetland mitigation. The grant funding and 
county match cannot be spent on land acquisition for mitigation.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection provides grant funding through the 
Recreational Trails Program for the development and renovation of recreational trails and
support facilities. On February 27, 2007, the Board of County Commissioners approved 
submission of an application requesting $148,500 for the development of a trailhead at Big 
Tree Park. Staff received notification that Seminole County's grant application was 
approved,  subject to execution of the proposed agreement. Receipt of the grant funding is on 
a reimbursement basis. 

For the funds to be received, the Board must approve and authorize the Chairman to execute 
a grant agreement with the Florida Department Environmental Protection. This was supposed 
to occur prior to March 15, 2008; however, the State has agreed to a limited extension to allow 
time for resolution of the mitigation cost issue. Fully executed documents are now due to the 
State by March 31, 2008. The Board approved funding for this project in the adopted FY 
2007/08 budget which would satisfy the matching requirements. A budget amendment to 
record the anticipated grant will also be presented for Board approval on the March 25th 
agenda.

If the County subsequently learns through permitting that the Project's mitigation cost is 
excessive, it can then withdraw from the reimbursement grant.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
With the mitigation question answered, staff recommends the Board approve and authorize 
the Chairman to execute the grant agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection in acceptance of $148,500 in grant funds for the Big Tree Park Trailhead. 
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