
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Approval to adopt a revised water conservation landscape ordinance, as recommended by the 
St. John's River Water Management District, by amending Seminole County Code Chapter 
270, Part 5.

BACKGROUND:

This public hearing is to adopt a revised water conservation landscape irrigation ordinance in 
accordance with changes to the St. Johns River Water Management District Rule 40C-2.042, 
Florida Administrative Code, applicable to landscape irrigation.  

There are two (2) water conservation landscape ordinances for consideration.

The first ordinance is modeled after the St. John's River Water Management District's Model 
Ordinance, and specifies new watering restrictions to one (1) day per week during the 
cooler months (Eastern Standard Time). This proposed ordinance also removes reclaimed 
water restrictions.

The second ordinance is also modeled after the St. John's River Water Management District's 
Model Ordinance as stated above with the exceptions to include only the unincorporated areas 
of the County; and also apply reclaimed water restrictions to Seminole County utility customers 
only.  Restrictions on reclaimed water will be year round, and allow only two days a week 
watering with reclaimed water.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
After working with the SJRWMD's staff, Seminole County staff recommends Board adoption of 
the second ordinance per the Consumptive Use Permit #95581, Seminole County Regional 
Water Supply Facility at Yankee Lake requirements on reclaimed water.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
DATE:  July 16, 2009 DEPT./DIVISION:  Env. Services 
 
CONTACT PERSON:  Debbie  Meinert            EXTENSION:  2121 

DESCRIBE PROJECT/PROPOSAL: 
This ordinance establishes criteria related to landscape irrigation revised watering 
schedules. 

DESCRIBE THE DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROJECT/ PROPOSAL 
UPON THE OPERATION OF THE COUNTY: 
Utility operations of the County’s Environmental Services Department (ESD) will be 
impacted as the primary enforcement mechanism of the program.  Funds are budgeted 
for irrigation monitoring for existing ESD customers, and are coordinated through 
Utilities Division Water Conservation section.     
It is not anticipated that effects from the ordinance’s implementation will generate any 
material amount of revenue, as the program is intended to be one of educational 
awareness. 

DESCRIBE THE DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROJECT/ PROPOSAL 
UPON THE PROPERTY OWNERS/TAX PAYERS/CITIZENS WHO ARE EXPECTED 
TO BE AFFECTED: 
The proposed irrigation schedule represents a slight change from current practice.  The 
change impacts water schedules during the period when we are not on Daylight 
Savings Time.  During these generally cooler months irrigation with potable water will 
be limited to one day per week.  To the extent property owners are following watering 
restrictions, they will not realize any impact fiscally or operationally. 

IDENTIFY ANY POTENTIAL INDIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACTS, POSITIVE OR 
NEGATIVE WHICH MIGHT OCCUR AS A RESULT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL: 
The intent of the ordinance is to promote efficient water use practices.  Water 
conservation benefits utility customers indirectly through reduced planning and 
construction expenditures creating additional water capacity.   
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