
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Conduct the public hearing as advertised and at the close thereof, approve enactment of the 
proposed ordinance to amend Seminole County Code, Section 50.1 "Traffic Infraction and 
Citation Surcharge" increasing the surcharge for the maintenance of court facilities from $15 to 
$30 on both noncriminal infractions and those criminal offenses listed in Section 318.17,
Florida Statutes.

BACKGROUND:

Article V, Section 14(c) of the Florida Constitution requires county governments to fund the 
cost of construction or lease, maintenance, utilities, and security of facilities for the trial courts, 
public defenders' offices, state attorneys' offices, and the offices of the clerks of the circuit and 
county courts performing court-related functions.  The mandated cost of maintaining court 
facilities for Seminole County as reported to the State in FY 2007/08 totaled $8.9M.  The 
revenue currently generated by a $15 surcharge on noncriminal traffic infractions to support 
the maintenance of court facilities is estimated at $1.15M which is a decrease of $100,000 
from prior year collections.  The difference in court maintenance cost versus authorized
revenue is an unfunded mandate of approximately $7.75M that is supported by general fund 
revenue.    

SB 2108, approved by the 2009 Florida Legislature, authorized county governments to 
increase the court facility surcharge on traffic infractions or violations from $15 to $30.  This 
surcharge is applicable to noncriminal traffic infractions pursuant to s. 318.14 as well 
as criminal offenses listed in s. 318.17.  Seminole County currently imposes the surcharge on
noncriminal violations only.   Board approval is requested to increase the court facility 
surcharge on traffic infractions to $30 and to include criminal offenses listed in s. 318.17.  

Revenue generated by the $15 increase on noncriminal infractions is projected at $1.15M for 
FY 2009/10 and has been included in the proposed budget for a total court facility revenue 
estimate of $2.3M.  Data needed to determine revenue generated from the addition of criminal 
infractions was not readily available as this agenda was prepared and will be provided when
received.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Board approve and enact the proposed ordinance to amend 
Seminole County Code, Section 50.1 "Traffic Infraction and Citation Surcharge" increasing the 
surcharge for the maintenance of court facilities from $15 to $30 on both noncriminal
infractions and those criminal offenses listed in Section 318.17, Florida Statutes.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Ordinance
2. Economic Impact Statement

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Arnold Schneider )

Revenue Review ( Lisa Spriggs )













ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
DATE:  August 12, 2009 DEPT./DIVISION:  Fiscal Services/ 
            Administration 
CONTACT PERSON:  Lisa Spriggs EXTENSION:  ext 7176 
 

DESCRIBE PROJECT/PROPOSAL: 
Amendment to Seminole County Code, Section 50.1 "Traffic Infraction and Citation 
Surcharge" to increase the surcharge for the maintenance of court facilities from $15 to $30 
and to include criminal offenses listed in Section 318.17, Florida Statutes. 
 
DESCRIBE THE DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROJECT/ PROPOSAL UPON 
THE OPERATION OF THE COUNTY: 
Article V, Section 14(c) of the Florida Constitution requires county governments to fund the 
cost of construction or lease, maintenance, utilities, and security of facilities for the trial 
courts, public defenders' offices, state attorneys' offices, and the offices of the clerks of the 
circuit and county courts performing court-related functions.  The mandated cost of 
maintaining court facilities for Seminole County as reported to the State in FY 2007/08 
totaled $8.9M.  The revenue currently generated by a $15 surcharge on noncriminal traffic 
infractions to support the maintenance of court facilities is estimated at $1.15M which is a 
decrease of $100,000 from prior year collections.  The difference in court maintenance cost 
versus authorized revenue is an unfunded mandate of approximately $7.75M that is 
supported by general fund revenue.  The inclusion of  criminal infractions listed in Section 
318.17 and increase of $15 to the traffic infraction surcharge for court facility maintenance 
will reduce the $7.75M general revenue unfunded mandate by more than $1.15. 
DESCRIBE THE DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROJECT/ PROPOSAL UPON 
THE PROPERTY OWNERS/TAX PAYERS/CITIZENS WHO ARE EXPECTED TO BE 
AFFECTED: 
The $7.75M unfunded mandate equates to an FY 2009/10 countywide property tax rate of 
.2867 mills.  Although the economic impact to an individual resident cannot be determined, 
the increased revenue reduces the FY 2009/10 property tax requirement by .0425 mill.   
 
For traffic offenses, currently $71 in various charges are added to a $30 failure to wear 
seatbelt infraction for a total cost of $101, the proposed change would increase the charge 
for this infraction to $116. 
IDENTIFY ANY POTENTIAL INDIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACTS, POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE WHICH 
MIGHT OCCUR AS A RESULT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL: 

Currently court facility revenue does not cover the mandated cost of 
maintaining court facilities.  That burden will only increase as buildings age and 
the county grows.  The increased revenue will minimize the General revenue 
impact of maintaining court facilities. 
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